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WISCONSIN
(12-1-0) LETTERMEN Lost 19
COACH: Bret Bielema Returning 49

STARTERS RETURNING Offense 9
Defense 7

The general consensus heading into
the 2006 campaign was that Wisconsin
would be forced to endure something of
a rebuilding year with the retirement of
long-time Head Coach Barry Alvarez
and the loss of seven offensive starters,
but apparently, no one gave Bret
Bielema a copy the memo! Some folks
questioned the hiring of Bielema as the
new head coach last year, and many
claimed that the youthful Bielema was
not the right man for such an important
job considering his lack of any head
coaching experience. But as former
Coach Alvarez predicted, Bielema was
more than up to the task, as the 2006
Badgers racked up an outstanding 12-1
record, losing only one game on the
road to a very good Michigan squad.
And now with 16 starters returning,
Coach Bielema and his Badgers take
aim at a Big Ten Championship, which
won’t be easy in a league where there
are three potential National
Championship contenders in the trio of
Michigan, Ohio State and, of course,
these same Wisconsin Badgers!

While the 2006 squad was primarily a
defensive-oriented club, the Badgers
did rack up an impressive 29 points per
game last season, but if that figure is to
improve in 2007, they’ll need to find a
replacement for long-time quarterback
John Stocco, who amassed over 7,000
yards passing in his career. The heir
apparent here is senior Tyler Donovan
(6-1,190), who performed quite well off
the bench in 2006, completing 37 of 58
passes (64%) for 564 yards and four
TDs. Also hoping to see playing time at
quarterback this season are returning
players Allan Evridge (6-2, 225, jr.) and
Dustin Sherer (6-4, 220, so.), as well as
redshirt freshman Scott Tolzien (6-3,
200).

The wide receiver position was sup-
posed to be a weak link last year, but
seniors Paul Hubbard (6-4, 215) and

Luke Swan (6-0, 195) came out of
nowhere to emerge as one of the more
reliable wideout tandems in the Big
Ten. Hubbard caught 38 passes for 627
yards and five TDs, while Swan was
right behind him with 35 catches for
595 yards and five more scores. Both
players averaged a nifty 17 yards per
reception! Sophomores Isaac Anderson
(5-11, 170) and Xavier Harris (5-11,
175) are the top returning reserves at
wide receiver, but could be pushed
aside this year if former key sub Marcus
Randle-El (5-10, 195, jr.) is fully healed
from a knee injury which kept him out
of the entire 2006 campaign. One new-
comer to keep an eye on at wide receiv-
er is blue chip true freshman Nick Toon

(6-3, 200), whose father Al Toon is the
greatest wide receiver in the history of
Wisconsin football. The Badgers are in
terrific shape at tight end where junior
Travis Beckum (6-4, 230) is coming off
a stunning, breakout year in which he
caught a team-leading 61 passes for 903
yards and five touchdowns. Beckum
ended up as a second-team All-
American in 2006, which is a pretty
amazing accomplishment for a guy who
was a linebacker for his entire career
before moving to tight end at the start of
last season. Backup tight end Andy
Crooks (6-3, 270, sr.) is an outstanding
blocker who also pitched in with 19
receptions in 2006.

Wisconsin always seems to have a
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superstar at running back and this year’s
team will certainly be no exception as
the Badgers have one of the most explo-
sive runners in the nation in super soph
P.J. Hill (5-11, 225), who is coming off
a fantastic frosh campaign in which he
racked up 1,569 yards and 15 touch-
downs on 311 carries. While Hill is an
absolute superstar even at this stage of
his career, classmate Lance Smith (5-
10, 210, so.) is another outstanding run-
ner who contributed 345 yards and five
TDs off the bench in 2006. At fullback,
juniors Bill Rentmeester (6-0, 255) and
Chris Pressley (6-1, 275) will again run
one-two. And the Badgers have also
added two highly-touted true frosh run-
ning backs in Zach Brown (5-11, 205)
and John Clay (6-2, 220).

Center Marcus Coleman (6-6, 305,
sr.) is the leader of an offensive line
which welcomes the return of four
starters. Coleman will again be flanked
by solid guards Kraig Urbik (6-6, 330,
jr.) and Andy Kemp (6-6, 325, jr.),
while junior Eric Vanden Heuvel (6-7,
325) looks to be a rising star at right
tackle. The new left tackle figures to be
either soph letter winner Jake Bscherer
(6-7, 300) or redshirt freshman Gabe
Carimi (6-8, 300), while others in the
O-line equation include letterman
Danny Kaye (6-8, 330, sr.) and the red-
shirt frosh trio of Bill Nagy (6-4, 300),
Brad Thorson (6-4, 295) and John
Moffitt (6-4, 310).

Three of four regulars are back along
the defensive line, including junior
tackle Jason Chapman (6-4, 295), who
finished second on the team with five
QB sacks a year ago. Chapman will
again lineup at one DT post with solid
vet Nick Hayden (6-5, 305, sr.) return-
ing to start at the other tackle, while the
third familiar face up front is DE Matt
Shaughnessy (6-6, 250, jr.), who posted
35 tackles and four sacks a year ago.
Seniors Kurt Ware (6-4, 285) and
Brandon Kelly (6-4, 260) are the lead-
ing candidates to fill the vacant DE
post, while veteran D-line depth comes
from lettermen Mike Newkirk (6-3,
265, jr.), Jamil Walker (6-2, 245, sr.)
and Jeff Stehle (6-6, 295, so.). Several
newcomers could also factor in the D-
line picture this year, including redshirt
freshmen Brandon Hoey (6-5, 290) and
Kirk DeCremer (6-5, 245), as well as
true frosh recruits Louis Nzegwu (6-3,
230) and Patrick Butrym (6-4, 250).

The Badgers lose leading tackler
Mark Zalewski at linebacker, but still
have outstanding talent here led by
returning starters DeAndre Levy (6-3,
225, jr.) and Jonathan Casillas (6-2,
220, jr.), both of whom could contend
for all-league honors this season. Levy
racked up 50 tackles and a team-high
six sacks from his strong side OLB post
a year ago, while Casillas added 83
tackles and two sacks from the weak
side slot. The new middle ‘backer is
promising soph Elijah Hodge (6-1,
235), who came off the bench as a 2006
frosh to secure 25 tackles and two

sacks. Lettermen Josh Neal (5-10, 245,
jr.) and Jaevery McFadden (6-3, 230,
so.) head up the reserve LB corps, while
the impressive new faces at linebacker
include redshirt freshman Culmer St.
Jean (6-1, 220) and the highly-regarded
true frosh duo of Blake Sorensen (6-1,
215) and Kevin Rouse (6-1, 225).

Wisconsin returns both starting cor-
nerbacks in the solid combo of Allen
Langford (5-11, 200, jr.) and Jack
Ikegwuonu (6-1, 205, jr.), the latter of
whom earned All-Big Ten honors a year
ago and looks to have a bright future at
the pro level some day. Coach Bielema
has some work to do at safety where he
must replace both starters, but he does
have two talented sophomores waiting
in the wings in SS Aubrey Pleasant (6-
0, 210) and FS Shane Carter (6-2, 205),
both of whom earned letters as 2006
freshmen. Depth in the secondary is a
minor concern with the only proven
players being lettermen Ben Strickland
(5-9, 175, sr.) and Josh Nettles (5-10,
180, so.).

The Badgers have an outstanding
kicking game led by placekicker Taylor
Mehlhaff (5-11, 185, sr.) and punter
Ken DeBauche (6-2, 220, sr.). Mehlhaff
scored 92 points last year, making all 47
PATs and 15 of 20 field goal tries, while
DeBauche punted to a 42-yard average
and had just four touchbacks all year
long.

GAMEPLAN CONCLUSION: The
Badgers may not have the overall
team depth that a program like
Michigan or Ohio State has, but this
club definitely has the starting lineup
to make a serious run at the Big Ten
Championship this year. Unless the
new quarterback falls flat on his face,
or the Badgers suffer a rash of key
injuries, then this team has a rock
solid offense and an incredibly stingy
defense which will prove very diffi-
cult to penetrate. Wisconsin gave up
just 253 yards and 12 points per game
last year, plus they do a great job of
controlling the game clock with their
powerful ground attack. The Badgers
should be a Top Ten club for a second
straight year, and have a real chance
to win it all in 2007!

2007 Wisconsin Schedule
9/1  WASH. STATE    
9/8  at UNLV
9/15  THE CITADEL
9/22  IOWA
9/29  MICHIGAN STATE    
10/6  at Illinois    
10/13  at Penn State    
10/20  NORTHERN ILL.    
10/27 INDIANA
11/3  at Ohio State    
11/10  MICHIGAN    
11/17  at Minnesota

2006 Wisconsin Final Statistics
Wisconsin Opp

Points per game 29 12
1st Downs 245 178
Rush Att 536 388
Rush Yards 2102 1492
Avg Rush 3.9 3.8
Pass Comp 195 185
Pass Att 331 387
Pass Yds 2749 1798
Had Int 9 15
Off Yds per game 373 253

2006 WISCONSIN RESULTS 
(SUR: 12-1 PSR: 9-2-1 O-U: 5-7)

S.02   B. Green          W -10' 35-14 u50
S.09   W. ILL NL 34-10 NL
S.16   S DIEGO ST.       W -13' 14-0  u47
S.23   Michigan          P +14  13-27 u42
S.30   Indiana           W -10' 52-17 o42
O.07   N'WESTERN      W -20' 41-9  o42'
O.14   MINN.             W -8   48-12 o50
O.21   Purdue            W -6'  24-3  u55
O.28   ILLINOIS          L -21  30-24 o45
N.04   PENN ST.          W -7   13-3  u38
N.11   Iowa              W -1'  24-21 o38'
N.18   BUFFALO           L -38  35-3  u46'
J.01   Arkansas          W +2   17-14 u45


